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To the Commission:

Please recora that I am in favor of proposal RM-7869 which would
formally Jesignate a subband at 222,00-222.15 MHz in which repesater
opsration would be prohiblted, The proposed subbané is nececsary

in oraer to continue the »romotion of experimentation which is a

vital aspect of the amateur radio service., Such experimentaticn as
weax signal reception via the troposphere or moon for exampls, is

not compatible with repeater operation at this time. Beacon operation
and /or reception also is coampromiseq significantly in the presencs

of repeater transamlssions,

Subbanas where repeater operation is prohibitsd have bsen and are
currently the rule on the HF, VHF anc most UHF allocations in the
amateur rasio service, including the 220 MHz band prior to the
rs-allocation of the lower two MHz to the land mobils service,

Such subbands are sssential and rsadily justifiable in view of

amateur raaio's charter, in which ths Coammission charges ths

amateur recloc service to promote and engage in technical investigatior.
Such techniczal investigation czn only be maximized by Commission
creation ana regulation of the proposed subband on a naticnal basis,

Regaraing R¥-7868, which would expand the frequency privilezes of
Novice Class operators to encompass the entire 222-225 MHz band,

please recorc that I am in favor of this proo»osal, Such sxpansion
would be teneficlal to the amateur ragio service since it would

exposs Novice Class operators to a greater varisety of operational

modes 1in a VHF environment, Famillarization with these aaditional
modee would provide the amateur radio service with a mors well

roundsed and expsrienced pool of entry level operators, Expecrimentation
woulé also be snhanced, Like RM-7869, this proposal is consistent

with and also a reascnable extension of Novice Enhancemsnt,

Regaraing the specific zmatter of RM-7888, which would 2llow Novice
Class operators to be licensees and control operators of repeaters,
please rscord that I am strongly against this proposal, The lNovice
Class test does not require of a potentlal licensee, enough specific
Knowlsage about repsater theory to insurs that a high standard of
opsratiocn can reasonably be expscted, As I monitor the content of
conversaticns on repeaters acrocas Texas, I am frequently concerued
that the examinations for all classes of amateur radlo license 2re
deficient in the requirements they make of potential licensses
relative to repeater operation, from both the user ana licensse/
control opsrator perspectives, I urze the Commission to consicer
the possibility of adaing questions which deal spscifically with
repeater theory anu operatlon, to the Novice, No-code Techniclan
ana standara Technician examinations. Furthermore, I reguest that
the Commission ponaer the possibllity of requiring a supplementary
examination for those licensees of any class,who aesire to overate
repeater staticns as licensees or control operatcrs,



Amateur repeaters opserate on fixed frequencies, are frequently unattenaseag
(1.6, automatic or remote control), normally employ the use of high

galn omnidirectional antennas which ars usually located at heizhts
significantly above average terraln, and utillize by far the most

popular moae of VHF transmlssion, Presently, many repeaters are
connected electronically to other repsaters in order to form coamunication
networks which operate 24 hours a day. Impropser operation of repeater
stations carrises with it the aistinct potential of negatively ilmpacting
VHF amateur radlo activities to a much greater degree than would improper
operation. of other types of equipment which Novlice Class licensees are
authorizea to control, such as a single siaeband or CW transumitter
utllizing a directional antenna., Repeater operation by its very nature
must be subject to more stringent regulation and restriction than other
types of amateur activities. Allowing Novice Class licensees to be
control opserators ana licensees of repeaters would undermine the present
restriction and its associated benefits, Additionally, such action

woula further guicken the alarming rats of increass in "personal"
repsaters, which frequently ars creations that serve the licenses's ego
more than they serve amateur radlo,

In closing, I woula like to note that the Novice Class license is and
has always been an avenue for entry into amateur radio. The very name
given to the license inaicates that advancea skill ana knowleige are
not requiread; neither are aavanced privileges and operational modes
conferrsa. The planning, construction, installation, operation anu
malntenance of a repeater station, however, frequently requires the
reliatively aavanced tseschnical skill ana knowleage which transcenas
that of the typical Novice Class licensee, In short, glven the current
requircments of the Novice Class examlnation, repeater opsration from
the stanapoint of being a control operator or licensee, 1s not an
activity in which the entry level opsrator should be engaged,
Furthermore, 1f access to too many advanced privileges ana opsratiocnal
modes 1s avallable to operators at the entry level, the 1lncentive to
upgradse to a higher class of license will be greatly dilminishead,
Amateur radlo would not be well served if this were to occur,

Therefore, in light of the preceding arguments, I respectfully
request that ths Commissicn adopt RM-7868 and RM-7869. I further
request that the Commisesion deny approval of RM-T888 and thsreby
maintaln the current restriction prohibiting Novice Clase licensces
from being licensees or control operators of repsater stations.
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